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CHAPTER JI. 
THE NEED OF A REDEMPTION 


N approaching this momentous sub- 
ject, the first consideration is, 
“Is there anything to be redeemed 
from?” In the solution of the 
problem, we reach up from the 
things which are seen, to those 


unseen. 

Human experience shall be our first wit- 
ness. Men may claim that things are as 
good as they need be. But such witnesses 
do not behold the real condition of the human 
race. We know how superficially the ordinary 
traveler speaks of missionaries and their work. 
He does not see the actual state of society. So 
these optimists who are crying “Peace” are 
not true prophets. Give thought for a mo- 
ment to some of the phases of human suffering. 

‘In our land, one hundred thousand die of 
drink each year, and as many more are com- 
mitted to the prisons and penitentiaries ; added 
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to which may be placed the quota admitted to 
insane asylums, the myriads yet in their homes 
under the curse, the miseries of broken-hearted 
women, semi-starved children and the legacy 
of imbecility, disease and bad blood transmitted 
from parent to offspring. The nearly twenty 
hundred millions spent annually for intoxi- 
cants must stand for very much of the sorrow 
with which we see society saturated. The 
wickedness of man towards womankind is an- 
other testimony to the need of a redemption. 


b 


Sixty thousand “mothers’ girls’”’ every twelve 
months pass into eternity, the victims of seduc- 
tion. Of every one thousand deaths, fifty are 
murders. In later years murders and divorces 
have more than doubled in proportion to the 
population. 

Through the great strife for wealth an in- 
numerable company is being pressed- to the 
wall, dying of poverty, disease and a madden- 
ing sense of injustice, sometimes trying to 
raise themselves against the supposed authors 
of their sufferings. Many such seek deliver- 
ance in suicide; the others pass away in incon- 
spicuous woe. 


t 
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The cry that the world is getting better is 
uttered only by the deluded, who think the 
whole of society is as well off as themselves. 
The forms of suffering and privation may not 
be as brutal as in former ages, but the cultiva- 
tion which flows from civilization makes 
suffering the more keen. 

Passing beyond the pale of Christian civil- 
ization, what monstrous forms of iniquity do 
we find in heathen lands! Brutality of man 
to man, the cruelty of customs which enslave, 
debase, and slowly murder womankind, and 
stifle the promise and joy of child-life; the aw- 
ful degradation of superstition and idolatry 
marking the very efforts of these people to 
meet the cry in their hearts for God—these 
things, and much more which the missionaries 
so pathetically reveal to us, prove the need of 
a redemption. 

What shall be done for this vast army of 
miserables? Will moral reform, improved 
tenements, university settlements and clubs of 
various orders get at the root of the evil? And 
will it do to say that the unchristianized have 
some form of religion and should be left to 
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follow their own ways? Some think so. Dare 
we? 

A fundamental truth in this connection is 
that man everywhere is hungry for true re- 
ligion. And all men confess that in some kind 
of a religion is the remedy for the ills from 
which humanity is suffering. Now, what re- 
ligion shall it be? General Booth has said, 
“The efforts of the new century will be to have 
a religion without the Holy Ghost, a Christian- 
ity without Christ, forgiveness without re- 
pentance, salvation without regeneration, heav- 
en without hell, politics without God.” The 
drift is indeed that way, as the experience of 
the Salvation Army painfully exhibits. 

The sick and dying world is trying to save 
itself from its miseries by spiritual pain-killers, 
amusements and intoxicants; while there are 
many devices designed to satisfy the hungry 
souls of men. Present-day religious fads are 
popularly received, and for the time apparently 
meet the need. But religiously the world lies 
in darkness. There are many speculations—no 
definite faiths’; there is an assumed hope—it 
flickers low and dies out when men are di- 
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vested of their purely human and philosophical 
ideas. Feeling after God, mankind gets noth- 
ing permanent or gratifying, if what is sought 
is in another than God’s manner, and through 
His appointed channel. 

Our province in this study will be to seek 
the essence of truth and find the only specific 
for mankind’s spiritual diseases. 


CHAPTER II 


THE NATURE OF SIN 


‘}LL reasonable men by common con- 
sent allow the fact of the exist- 
ence and presence of sin. Since 
individual opinions vary as to 
the source and character of sin 


we must now depart from human 


testimony and hear what God 
says. 

Our first postulate is that sin is not normal 
to man. Its every manifestation is proof that 
it is an element injected into his system. When 
God created man in His own image, He invest- 
ed him with glory and honor. It may not be 
too much to assert that as God Himself is 
crowned and habited with light, so Adam par- 
took of the fashion of the divine adornment. 
(Gen. 1.275 Ps, Civ: hs 25 valores eb eat. sz) 
Every man, when he is his best self, is inclined 
Godward. The extremes of wickedness, 
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whether in the man cultured in sin, or the petu- 
lant child, are foreign to the highest possibili- 
ties of human nature. And yet in God’s eyes, 
in view of the “corruption that is in the world 
through lust,” the most praiseworthy deeds of 
sinful man are but as filthy rags (II. Pet. 1. 4; 
Isa. Ixiv. 6). 

Man’s sin in the beginning was not sin as 
we see it in man today. It was simply allow- 
ing another to dictate to the conscience a false 
interpretation of what conscience had already 
received as God’s word. We make the direct 
statement that Adam would never have sinned 
if left to himself. The scene in the garden 
of Eden is rightly called the temptation.. And 
we are persuaded that men would not aggres- 
sively sin now if they were left alone. This is 
a positive position, but if we can make it worth 
holding, it will solve the perplexities of men, 
and exalt the redemption of which we are to 
speak. 

St. James, it is true, says that “every man is 
tempted when by his own coveting he is drawn 
out and enticed” (Jas. i. 14). God has or- 
dained that in the realm of thought man should 
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be free. This is his only citadel of safety. 
“As he thinketh in his heart, so is he” (Prov. 
xxili. 7). But when the thought passes the 
moat of his castle, and into the territory of un- 
lawful desire, or the sphere of suspicion of 
God, man is no longer free. For this very 
word of the apostle, “enticed,” reveals the 
secret. No man can entice himself. That must 
be done by an agent outside of himself. We 
may take some illustrations. 

The Pharisees thought themselves possessed 
of seeing faculties. Jesus protested that they 
were blind (John ix. 39-41). This blindness 
is mentioned in II. Corinthians iii. 14, “But 
their minds were blinded.” And in II. Corin- 
thians iv. 4, the agent who does the blinding 
is indicated, “In whom the god of this world 
hath blinded the minds of them which believe 
not.”” While in John viii. 44 the Pharisees, 
the representatives of all unbelievers, are de- 
scribed as being the very offspring of Satan. 
Jesus weeping over impenitent Jerusalem por- 
trays the sorrow of God over this awful bond- 
age to another, while the proud city, under 
Pharisaical leadership, prided herself in her 
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spiritual freedom. We have here the sugges- 
tion that moral liberty, of which men boast, 
may be but slavery to an unrecognized master. 
Unbelievers may deem the preaching of the 
Cross foolishness (I. Cor. i. 18). Opposers of 
God may resist His tender and wise pleadings 
with the assumption of their right to thus 
choose (jer. xliv. 17; Matt. xxiii. 37; John v. 
40). But this is indeed their prison house. 
The will of man, when directed away from 
God, is really piloted by Satan (II. Tim. ii. 
26). The most pronounced instances of this 
enslavement are Judas and Ananias. First, 
Satan put the treachery of the betrayal into 
Judas’ heart (John xiii. 2). Then having 
warmed and brought to birth the foul progeny 
within the breast of Judas, he entered into him 
(John xiii. 27). While Judas seemed free to 
act, he was virtually possessed by another. We 
may not exceed the limits of reason in averring 
that the kiss of Judas fanned the face of Jesus 
with the breath of hell. To Ananias, Peter 
protests, “Why hath Satan filled thine heart?” 


(Acts v. 3). 
The more deeply we enter into the mind of 
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God in this phase of our investigation, the ful- 
ler comes the conviction that the demoniacal 
world presided over by Beelzebub, is constantly 
sending its streams of emissaries to prompt 
and urge the commission of the many and 
varied sins which inflame the imagination, stir 
the passions and enslave the hearts, minds and 
bodies of men. And at every step of the way 
in our pursuit of the truth, we are warned that 
any imputation of sin-suggestion to God is 
repugnant to the revelation of Him which the 
Word unfolds. If any passage such as II. 
Chronicles xviii. 22, Isa. xlv. 7, or Amos iii. 6 
confronts us, let us, rather than lay sin to God’s 
charge, rest on the evident testimony that in 
them He is asserting His sovereignty over the 
forces of evil, that they may not pass the 
bounds of His permissibility. When we turn 
to Habakkuk i. 12, 13, where He is described 
as the Holy One, who is of purer eyes than 
to behold evil and cannot look on iniquity; to 
James i. 13, where He is definitely defended 
from the charge of tempting man; to I. John 
i. 5, where He is magnified as being Light, in 


whom is no darkness at all, we have the most 
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distinct witness to His immunity from any im- 
putation to evil. 

In this connection, we may dwell for a mo- 
ment upon the difference between temptation 
and testing. Temptation is that process of en- 
ticement designed to lead into sin. Conse- 

_ quently we may rightly breathe the prayer, 
literally translated, “Lead us not into tempta- 
tion, but deliver us from the Evil One.” Test- 
ing is that perfective ordeal, having for its 
fruitage the bringing out of the best qualities 
possible in the believer. Satan tempts (Gen. 
it, 045 3, Caron, xxi. 55 Matt, iv. 13 1. Tin. 
ii. 14). God tests, proves, tries (Gen. xxii. I 
On. Nag ts. xen 245 ial i oe) Bet. 
7s jae: 4, 2,3 (8. V.). Satan tempts to 
bring about calamity. God tries to prove the 
intrinsic value of His own. While the same 
word stands in the Greek for both terms, 
Christian culture discovers where we may sub- 
stitute trial for temptation. The passage in 
James just quoted is illustrative. 

Our position, then, is that all sin is the pro- 
duct of Satanic or demoniacal pressure or sug- 
gestion (I. John iii. 8; v. 19). In the latter 


~ 
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passage we may read, “the whole world lieth 
in (the lap of) the wicked one.” Thus 
we may assume that individual sins are 
prompted by a force outside of man; and 
that the responsibility for such sins lies in the 
willingness of man to submit to that entice- 
ment. The root of the need of liberty then, is 
the recognition of Satan in the minutest affairs 
of life; and the appropriation of redemption as 
provided in the Word of God, its logical se- 
quence. 

Our next step in the study of the nature of 
sin is to ascertain its characteristics. There are 
four definitions of sin in the Scriptures. Sin 
is the transgression of the law, the engaging in 
that which is especially forbidden (1. John iii. 
4). All unrighteousness is sin—those things 
against which the conscience in any degree 
protests (1. John v. 17). Sin is also the leaving 
unperformed of deeds which are revealed to 
the spiritual consciousness as worthy of ac- 
complishment (Jas. iv. 17). The fourth defini- 
tion cannot be fully comprehended until we 
have reached a later stage in our investigation. 
Suffice to say now, that God demands, and 
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rightly too, that all His creatures shall trust 
Him in all circumstances. To fail in this is 
sin. For “‘whatsoever is not of faith is sin” 
(Rom. xiv. 23). 

But this is not all. In Genesis 1. 16-18 we 
find a revelation of human distrust, akin to 
man’s lack of confidence in God. Here there 
should have been no fear. Had not Joseph 
forgiven, embraced, kissed and blessed these 
wretched brethren? Why now reiterate the 
old statement? Because the accusation of sin 
fosters the spirit of dread. We see good Isaiah 
oppressed with the sense of his unworthiness, 
not that he had committed any special sin, but 
because the vision of God accentuated the fear 
which sin in his nature had harbored (Isa. vi. 
5). That dramatic scene on the Lake of Galilee 
further portrays the principle. When Simon 
Peter beholds the miracle of the fishes, he 
catches a glimpse of Deity in the person and 
work of Jesus. Consequently, a realization of 
his natural alienation from God rolls as an 
avalanche over his soul, and he pleads with 
evident desperation, “Depart from me; for I 
am a sinful man, O Lord” (Luke v. 8). Even 
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the beloved disciple who leaned on Jesus’ 
bosom is so overwhelmed by the revelation of 
the glory of his Lord, that, like Daniel, he 
faints away, his flesh unequal to the ecstatic 
scene (Rev. i. 17). 

These incidents all show that sin is some- 
thing more than actual transgression of God's 
law in deed, word or thought. It is an inher- 
ited condition, call it if you will, a spiritual 
malaria, which is indicated by a want of har- 
mony with God. The soul is uncomfortable at 
the thought of God, and the apprehension of 
being called into the presence of God is unwel- 
come. No matter how sedulously one may cul- 
tivate fluency in speaking of divine things, 
while here on earth, there lurks unseen, and 
perhaps unfelt for the time, the natural dread 
of God, which when the life is divested of its 
artificial drapery, must confront every child 
of Adam. And this universal condition is sin. 
Does it not prove the need of a redemption ? 

This want of harmony with God may be 
traced back to the fall of man. As soon as 
Adam submitted to the Devil’s dictation, he hid 


himself from God. Sin had wrought in him a 
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thought of God, which was terror. The work- 
ing of sin produces in mankind also what it 
did in Adam, shame (Gen. iii. 10, Ps. exliii. 2, 
Rom. vi. 21, Heb. xii. 21). It must be evident 
to us that whatever there may be in redemption 
must reach and correct this fearfulness of God. 

But we press this study a step farther. The 
heart of man is the scene of terror respecting 
the thought of God. It is also the receptacle 
of the added spirit of dread. We have to ad- 
mit that of all the revealed characteristics of 
evil beings, the spirit of fear stands prominent. 
In them are the promptings of malignity, the 
forceful workings of harm to mankind, and as 
well on their own part a miserable sense of 
their own alienation from God (Matt. viii. 29, 
uke viti, 30-23, Jas. ii, 19). 

We assume then, that sin is not only the ex- 
pression of Satanic and demoniacal purpose 
in the lives of men; but it is further mani- 
fested by the impartation to men of the very 
spirit of terror which demons possess, In Rev. 
xxi. 8, the “fearful”? are those who have be- 
come fully enslaved with this feature of the 


demon nature. 
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If we will accede to the teaching thus far, 
we are prepared to receive with strengthened 
faith the meaning of the oft repeated “Fear 
not” of the Word of God. He would not so 
frequently utter this assurance, if there were 
not a weighty reason—a forceful operation, 
within and without man, rendering necessary 
its aifectionate reiteration. 

Whatever work any plan of redemption 
might be calculated to effect, must it would 
seem, first drive out this terror. We have in 
confirmation of this, the cheerful exhortation 
of God to Abraham to fear not in Gen. xv. I, 
to meet what was evidently the state of Abra- 
ham’s heart in xv. 2, 8, 12. And so through 
all the precious list, the recognition of the hos- 
tility of evil forces, the presence of the injected 
fear of evil spirits in the hearts of His children, 
urges Him to warm them with courage and en- 
durance (Deut. xxxi 57.6:  Isaexti2) with 
XAV. AS SI 16-1350) Flin 

There is another class of passages illustra- 
tive of this principle. God speaks His comfort- 
ing “Fear not” to those who are beset by 
enemies (Deut, xx, 394; Josh: a5; 7,9). We 
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well recall how when the Israelites were so 
shut in and pursued that nothing was left but 
the command to fear not, and to stand still 
and see the salvation of the Lord. This scene 
is constantly paralleled in spiritual experience 
(Ex. xiv. 13). The Canaanites, as well as the 
Egyptians, were representatives of spiritual 
foes, against which the Israelites were to ad- 
vance with confidence (Num. xiv. 9). On that 
eventful morning, when the servant of Elisha 
went forth to behold with terror the hosts of 
the Syrians encamped around Dothan, the ser- 
vant of God called upon Himto reveal the hid- 
den mystery which lies beneath the enmities of 
man; and lo! the affrighted creature saw 
myriads of spiritual beings prepared to defend 
Elisha (II. Kings vi. 16, 17). This truth of 
the substantial backing which stands behind 
God’s “Fear not” is further demonstrated in 
the Valley of Berachah, where, after the 
prophet Jahaziel has assured Jehoshaphat of 
God’s sovereignty over the battle which the 
Ammonites and Moabites had forced upon 
Judah, the people were to stand in the valley 
and see what God would do as the Levites 
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praised. We know the result. Do not fail to 
note, therefore, that God does not command us 
to fear not, only because He would inspire us 
with courage. He would have us link on to 
Him by faith and receive the aid which faith 
has the ability to call down from those forces 
of good which He controls. (See also II. 
Chron, S5xit. 7. 18,2092") 

There are other passages which indicate that 
the enemies of man are spiritual and that 
spiritual forces are ordained to meet them. 
“The angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear Him and delivereth them” (Ps. 
xxxiv. 7). The entire orst Psalm is devoted 
to this truth. The angels are ministering spirits, 
sent forth to minister, not only to supply needs, 
but effect defence (Heb. i. 14). The inner 
meaning of Ephesians vi. 12 discloses that 
there lies behind all that we suffer in the mind, 
in the flesh, in the circumstance, as well as in 
the spiritual realm of experience, the unfavor- 
able pressure of hateful beings. Conybeare 
and Howson’s translation of this passage is, 
perhaps, the fullest in accord with the original, 


and shows that while we must meet antagon- 
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isms of flesh and blood, the forces which impel 
them against us are more than human. “The 
adversaries with whom we wrestle are not 
flesh and blood, but they are the Principalities, 
the Powers, and the Sovereigns of this present 
darkness, the company of evil spirits in the 
heavens.” Highly reasonable is St. Paul’s ad- 
monition to enter the contest with the whole 
armor of God (Eph. vi. 10-17). Behold then, 
against the portraiture of God’s constant care 
and unbounded love, the dark outlines of an 
Enemy, the head of demoniacal and wickedly 
human agencies (Ps. vill, 2;-xvil. 4; Xx 5 ; 
wives Ski. 6-205 (gi. 23 Prov. xvii, 104 
isaeilix. 10-.Matt. xli.285 Luke x, 193 1L-Cor, 
Woimlewse 3-5, Sy. As J. Ghessci, 18¢ Rew 
Rit. O, LO). 

‘ A soulful contemplation of the significant 
facts we have thus far noted, leads to a true 
perspective of the motives and methods goy- 
erning the system of idolatry in the Old Testa- 
ment, and now operating in heathen lands. The 
whole trend of false religions is to hold the 
hungry heart of man from God, its true sup- 
ply, and to enslave it with that spirit of aliena- 
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tion from God and dread of God, which is the 
Satanic and demoniacal thought of God. Per- 
haps a familiar scene will illustrate. On Mount 
Carmel, the priests of Baal, the false god, cry 
in desperation, which is fear intensified, that 
Baal may hear and answer. With what calm 
dignity and quiet confidence does Elijah stand 
before the people to vindicate the God of their 
fathers, whom they have forsaken! Here is a 
test of the oft repeated saying that it does not 
matter what a man believes so long as he is sin- 
cere. No one can doubt the sincerity of the 
priests of Baal, nor yet of the people whom 
they had deluded through their own deception. 
But it did matter. For within the secret cham- 
bers of this idolatry there lurked the Satanic 
satisfaction that while men were supposing 
they were worshipping God, they were really 
paying tribute to him by submitting to the in- 
noculation of the virus of his own corruption. 
Following Elijah’s triumph, it is very evident 
that this Enemy which the last paragraph de- 
scribes, would wreak vengeance upon the bold 
man who has not only rebuked the false re- 
ligion but slain the prophets of the false faith. 
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So, stirring up the wicked queen Jezebel to 
threaten his life, he further infuses into his al- 
ready exhausted body and mind the spirit of 
fear which drives God’s faithful servant away 
from Him and into the desert. The deeper re- 
search into this truth awaits any who will pur- 
sue it upon the basic principle which we have 
found to underlie the state of sin in which all 
humanity is enthralled. 

We have yet to note that this condition of 
alienation from God, of want of harmony with 
God, of terror of God, is used by demoniacal 
forces to affect the bodies of men. Of Job the 
statement is made that Satan smote him with 
sore boils (Job ii. 7). But in Job iii. 25, 26, we 
discover that Satan had been working on Job’s 
mind, creating a fear of the very calamity 
which ultimately fell upon him. In the tenth 
chapter of Daniel we trace a similar experience. 
Durirlg the twenty-one days of Daniel’s wait- 
ing, though his prayer was immediately an- 
swered (verse 12), the spirit of fear was so 
infused into Daniel’s being that when the heav- 
enly messenger, filled with loving assurances, 
approached him, there remained no strength 
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in him (verse 8). We do not reach the true 
perspective of this incident until we behold alse 
the detention of this gracious being in the 
heavenlies, by another and hostile agent, with 
a view of defeating the petition which Daniel 
had presented to God (verses 12, 13). Let us 
not lose sight of the outcasting of Daniel’s fear 
by the divinely-sent messenger of Jehovah 
(verse IQ). 

Fear is a recognized factor in the science of 
pathology; for disease is not only the product 
of fear infused, but it creates and promotes 
the spirit of dread. In the sick, the develop- 
ment of disease is paralleled by a growing ap- 
prehension of death. This is the experience of 
all. “Fears are in the way,” as is described by 
Solomon in his graphic detail of death in Ec- 
clesiastes xii. 5. All humanity is captive to the 
fear of death (Heb. ii. 14, 15). Now, since 
God has not given us the spirit of fear (II. 
Tim. i. 7), and there is no psychological 
ground for assuming that fear is self-generated 
in man, the only conclusion left us is that it is 
imparted by Satanic or demoniacal influences. 


The law of faith demands that no one may 
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come to God without exercising it. “He that 
cometh to God must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of them that dili- 
gently seek him; for without faith it is impos- 
sible to please Him” (Heb. xi. 6). And this 
proves that fear is the barrier to any approach 
to God for anything, and is really therefore the 
foundation of sin. All men who have con- 
formed to faith, the faith that saves, not only 
have the consciousness of pleasing God, but a 
sense of freedom from this blight upon the 
human race. This certainly must have been 
the mind of the apostle who wrote that ‘‘what- 


soever is not of faith is sin” (Rom. xiv. 23). 


Cuapter III. 
THE REDEEMER 


EDEMPTION in the New Testa- 
ment is set forth under three 
Greek terms: Lutroo, which 
means to release on receipt of a 
ransom ; 4 goradzo, fromthe word 
Agora, the market-place, where 
all purchases were made; E.rago- 
radzo, to set free out of slavery. 

The first reference in the Old Testament is 
Jacob’s grateful acknowledgment of the Angei 
which redeemed him from all evil. This Angel 
can be none other than the Angel of His pres- 
ence in Isaiah Ixiii. 9, which saved Israel in the 
days of the desert life—our Lord Jesus. 

In the Levitical code the redemption of 
beasts and possessions is minutely set forth. 
While the Lord is spoken of constantly 
throughout the Old Testament as the Redeem- 
er (of His people (job: xixs 96%) Psy sax. 1, 
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Seo vere2; lik. 25, Ixxviil. 35, evi. 2? Isa; 
St oe lives, ixii. 16;))er, 1.34). 

It is in the New Testament that redemption 
is declared in clear and definite portraiture. 
Here the Lord Jesus is the Redeemer. No 
other being receives that title. 

His fitness for this office is seen in His not 
being afraid of God. Adam’s confession (Gen. 
ili, 10) never fell from His lips. The 4oth 
Psalm, anticipating His advent, puts into His 
mouth the glad confession, “I delight to do 
Thy will, O my God.” He protests to His dis- 
ciples that His meat is to do God’s will; again 
He declares that He came from heaven not to 
do His own will, but God’s; and He seems to 
reach the climax of His obedient and confident 
life in the assurance that He does always those 
things that please God. How beautifully God 
honored this sweet yieldedness is discovered in 
the twice uttered, “This is My beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleased” (John iv. 34, vi. 38, 
viii. 29; Matt. iii. 17, xvii. 5). His last prayer 
on earth breathes the strengthened assurance 
of God’s pleasure in Him (John xvii. 1, 5, 10, 


54, 24;-25,.20). 
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He was always in harmony with God, His 
Father. And this harmony was the expression 
of His being without sin. Tried as we are, 
He yet maintained His freedom from sin (Heb. 
iv 15) 7 ee was holy, harmless, and unde- 
filed, separate from sinners (Heb. vii. 26). As 
the Old Testament lamb presented for sacrifice 
was void of defect, so He, the Lamb of God, 
was without flaw (Heb. ix. 14). Isaiah por- 
trays Him as having no deceit, and St. Peter 
declares that He was without blemish and 
without spot; neither was guile found in His 
mouth: (isa: liiv7, ocd. Feta. ih 22 jer eve 
is further mentioned as the Holy One and the 
Just, God’s Holy Child, without sin, the right- 
eos “Oné-( Acts tk 14, iv27. 11 “Cor, Vv. an: 
Te. Johns: te dit. 5): 

Conversely, He was antagonized by sin. He 
was arrayed against Satan and those who were 
instigated by Satan. It was only in this oppo- 
sition to sin that He could possibly be the 
world’s Redeemer. He is thus qualified in His 
temptation, instead of submitting as Adam did, 
to temporizing with evil suggestion, to bid the 
tempter depart (Matt. iv. 10). His apparently 
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violent arraignment of the Pharisees in Mat- 
thew xxiii. is but the revelation of His insight 
into the real source of their hypocrisy. No 
other man could challenge sinful men by say- 
ing, “Which of you convicteth me of sin?” 
(John viii. 46). When His final conflict ad- 
vanced He could calmly assert that the Prince 
of this world had nothing in Him (John xiv. 
30). His anointing with the Holy Ghost and 
with power was that He should overmaster the 
work which Satan and sin were accomplishing 
(Acts x. 38). And He is definitely described 
as hating iniquity (Heb. i. 9). 

We see then that no one could redeem man- 
kind who was in any sense captive to the want 
of harmony with God and terror of God, which 
is true of all men. That He might be the Re- 
deemer from fear He practiced sublime faith, 
and exhibited disappointment when He failed 
to find it in others. To His affrighted disciples 
He pleads, “Why are ye fearful, O ye of little 
faith?” Peter receives the like admonition. 
And to Thomas are uttered the memorable 
words, “Because thou hast seen thou hast be- 
lieved. Blessed are they that have not seen 
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and yet have believed” (Matt. viii. 26, xiv. 31; 
John xx. 29). Over against these representa- 
tive texts how strong does His commendation 
of the Centurion and the Syro-Phcenician 
woman stand! (Matt. viii. 10, xv. 28). 

He must, however, in accomplishing the 
work of redemption, experience for man this 
alienation from God, and overcome the power 
which had held man in subjection. This is a 
most important link in the chain of our investi- 
gation. We must needs yield our judgment to 
the revealed Word and test our sentiment of 
Jesus’ life and work by what God has declared. 
The way of this unparalleled experience was 
all the distance from the Deity glory to the 
cross. St. Paul tells us that He “emptied Him- 
self’” ere He could take upon Him the likeness 
of man (Phil. ii. 7). In this emptying He 
went to the very depths of man’s miseries and 
became a “man of sorrows.”’ When we turn to 
Isaiah lili. 3, 5, we read literally, “He was de- 
spised and shunned by men; a man of pains 
and acquainted with disease.... But only 
our disease did He bear Himself, and our pains 
He carried, while we indeed esteemed Him 
stricken, smitten of God and afflicted. Yet He 
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was wounded for our transgressions, He was 
bruised for our iniquities ... and through 
His bruises was healing granted to us.” In 
Isaiah liii. 10 we also read, “for He hath put 
Him to grief,” the deeper and sadder words, 
“He hath made Him sick.” We see then that 
He entered into this sense of alienation from 
God by realizing in His flesh the very infirmi- 
ties of mankind. 

What shall we say to these marvelous un- 
foldings of purpose? 

Does Jesus Christ stand unique on the page 
of history, the world’s greatest character, hu- 
manity’s ideal, around Whom art and literature 
have encircled their most charming garlands of 
tribute? Ah, but His great love demands more 
than this. Let us never be deluded into the 
error of thinking that He will be satisfied with 
our admiration of Him. The one great long- 
ing of His heart is that men, all men, every- 
where, shall accept the redemption which has 
grown out of His entering into their alienation 
from God. If we delight to draw upon His 
form the clear focus of an exceptional man- 
hood; if we appropriate Him as the model 
Teacher; if in our reverent perspective we 
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weep over His patient suffering and His cruel 
death, we mock the very intent which as a pas- 
sion consumed Him during those earthly days. 
He can be nothing less to us than our personal 
Redeemer. To ask Him to take a lower place 
is to shut Him out of our lives, though we 
think He should be pleased with our adoration. 
The atmosphere 1s vibrating with the specula- 
tions of an Eastern philosophy, which offers 
Him a cordial patronage as one of the worthies 
of the ages. There is something so seduc- 
tive in this presentation of Him, something so 
beautiful in making the radiance of His loveli- 
ness contribute to the assumed excellencies of 
those with whom He is called to keep company, 
that many dear ones are falling into the snare. 
There is safety only in going with Him all the 
way He indicated. If we do not embrace Him 
as Redeemer, Saviour, Lord, we bid Him pass 
sorrowfully on to other hearts. Our admira- 
tion of Him is but to repudiate Him, unless 
there has been operative in our will the desire 
to do the work of God; which is to believe in 
Him to the fulness of His accomplished pur- 
pose, to be the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the sin of the world. 


CHAPTER IV 
THE PROCESS OF REDEMPTION 


“}EDEMPTION, as we have seen 
| by the etymology of the word, 
means purchase. Until we ob- 
tain this, so to speak, commercial 
view of the work of the Lord 
Jesus, we shall be uncertain, as 


many are, in our apprehension of 


the truth of salvation. 

Redemption, or purchase, involves four inci- 
dentals : 

The present possessor of man, from whom 
man 1s to be redeemed. 

The purchaser, by whom man is to be re- 


deemed. 
The price that is paid, and to whom. 


Who becomes possessor of man when he ts 
redeemed. : 

The present ownership of man is vested in 
Satan. As he is described as sinning from the 
beginning, so those who engage in sin are said 
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to be of him. “He that committeth sin is of 
the devil, for the devil sinneth from the begin- 
ing” (I. John iii. 8). “The tares are the chil- 
dren of the wicked one” (Matt. xiii. 38). “Ye 
are of your father, the devil, and the desires of 
your father ye will to do” (John viii. 44). 
“Child of the devil” (Acts xiii, 10). “Ye 
walked according to the ruler of the authority 
of the air, the spirit that now works in the sons 
of disobedience ; among whom also we all had 
our conduct once in the desires of our flesh, 
doing the things willed of the flesh and of the 
thoughts, and were children, by nature, of 
wrath as even the rest’”’ (Eph. ii. 2, 3). 

All sin is bondage. “Whosoever committeth 
sin is the servant of sin” (John vill. 34). “Thou 
art in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of 
iniquity” (Acts viii. 23). “Servants of sin. 
... The wages of sin is death” (Rom. vi. 
ZO 522), 

This bondage is set forth as an offending of 
God’s law (Rom. vii. 8-14); as being under a 
curse, “the curse of the law” (Gal. iii. 13) ; 
“under the law” (Gal. iv. 5) ; as being alienated 
from God, “alienated from the life of God” 
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(Eph. iv. 17-19); as occupying the realm of 
darkness, “full of darkness” (Matt. vi. 23); 
“the power of darkness” (Luke xxii. 53); 
“men love darkness rather than light” (John 
ili. 19) ; “works of darkness” (Rom. xiii. 12) ; 
“unfruitful works of darkness” (Eph. v. 11); 
“the power of darkness” (Col. i. 13) ; as dom- 
inated by death, “dead in trespasses and sins” 
(Eph. ii. 1). The challenge of the apostle in 
Romans vi. 19 suggests the further character 
of the bondage in which the unredeemed serve. 
It is a flesh life. “That which is born of the 
flesh, is flesh” (John iii. 6); “They that are 
after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; 
for to be carnally minded is death. . . the 
carnal mind is enmity against God... so 
then they that are in the flesh cannot please 
God” (Rom. viii. 5-8) ; “He that soweth to the 
flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption” (Gal. 
vi. 8). It is a life of selfishness (I. Cor. vi. 10; 
Gal. v. 19-21). All this because a bond-master 
rules the life according to his purposes. 

From the Word of God it is evident that no 
man is able to redeem himself, or another, from 
this possessorship of Satan. “Truly in vain is 
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salvation hoped for from the hills; and from 
the multitude of mountains; truly in the Lord 
our God is the salvation of Israel” (Jer. iii. 
23). ‘None of them can by any means redeem 
his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him” 
Ps. xlix. 7). “If I justify myself, mine own 
mouth shall condemn me; if I say I am perfect 
it shall also prove me perverse” (Job ix. 20). 
“By the works of the law shall no flesh be jus- 
tified” (Gal. ii. 16). “Not of works, lest any 
man should boast” (Eph. ii. 9). The best that 
man can do in himself is but dead works 
(Heb. 1%. 14): 

The Purchaser in redemption is the Lord 
Jesus, who buys the field (the world), in order 
that He may possess the treasure therein. “The 
kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in 
a field; the which when a man hath found he 
hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all 
that he hath, and buyeth that field (Matt. xiii. 
44). “The field is the world” (Matt. xiii. 38). 
“God sent His Son into the world that the 
world throigh Him might be saved’? (John iii. 
17). “For the sins of the whole world” (I 
John ii. 2). And then, finding the Church, a 
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precious pearl in a peculiar sense, He pays a 
price to obtain that. “The kingdom of heaven 
is like unto a merchantman seeking goodly 
pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of 
great price, went and sold all that he had and 
bought it” (Matt. xiii. 45, 46). “Christ hath 
loved us and given himself for us” (Eph. v. 2). 
“Christ loved the Church and gave Himself 
for it” (Eph. v. 25). “The Church of God 
which he hath purchased with His own blood” 
(Acts x28). 

The Purchaser is also the object sold, and 
the price paid. 

For the purpose of redemption, God is said 
to have given Him. That is to say, surren- 
dered Him, yielded Him up. “God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son” 
(John iii. 16). “Delivered by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God” (Acts ii. 
23). “He sent His Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins” (I. John iv. 10). 

Christ is also said to have given Himself. 
“T lay down my life... no man taketh it 
from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have 
power to lay it down” (John x. 17,18). “Our 
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Lord Jesus Christ gave Himself for our sins” 
(Gal. i. 3, 4). “The Son of God gave Himself 
for me” (Gal. ii. 20). “Who gave Himself 
for us” (Titus ii. 14). 

The price that was paid was His own life. 
“The Son of man came to give His life a ran- 
som. for many” (Matt. xx. 28). “Yeare 
bought with a price” (I. Cor. vi. 20). “Re- 
demption through His blood” (Eph. i. 7). “In 
whom we have redemption through His blood” 
(Col, i. 14)s- “Ye. were ... . redecined wih 
the = precious; blood soit Christ 1d Get 
i) 18, -19): “By (His) own ‘blood sa. 
having obtained eternal redemption for us” 
(Heb; -ixw 42). Jesus » Christ whote-< 
washed us from our sins in His own blood” 
(Rev. 1.5). “Thou wast slain, and hast re- 
deemed us to God by Thy blood” (Rev. v. 9). 

In becoming the price that was paid, Jesus 
offered Himself to God. First, in His surren- 
der to the divine will, as we have already seen 
in our contemplation of the personality of the 
Redeemer. Second, in His willingness to die. 
“Christ hath loved us and hath given Himself 
for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 
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sweet smelling savor” (Eph. v. 2). “And be- 
ing found in fashion as a man, He humbled 
Himself and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross” (Phil. ii. 8). “Christ, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without spot to God” (Heb. ix. 14). 

But in the actual experience Jesus passed 
officiaily out of God’s hands, until the final mo- 
ment, when He cried, “Father, into Thy hands 
I commend my spirit” (Luke xxiii. 46). The 
territory here opened is dim and mysterious, 
and we must needs take the shoes from off our 
feet, for it is holy ground. Aye, let us veil our 
faces, as did the sun when the climax of the 
world’s greatest tragedy was reached, and the 
great Creator died for man’s, His creature’s, 
sins. Yet to avoid this reverent meditation 
would deprive our study of its most important 
hinge; would leave us barren of the most sig- 
nificant teaching with which the subject of re- 
demption is invested. 

The steps through this realm of mystery be- 
gan in the strange garden scene. We recall 
that His apprehension of vicarious suffering 
was accompanied by joy. “With desire have 
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I desired to eat this passover with you before I 
suffer’ (Luke xxi. 15)... “Jestis. 2. fon the 
joy that was set before Him, endured the cross, 
despising the shame” (Heb. xii. 2). This 
gladness did not desert Him, as uniting with 
His disciples at the close of the Supper, He 
sang the Great Hallel (Ps. exvi., cxvil., cxvill). 
His protest to them during the Supper teach- 
ings, “Because I have said these things unto 
you, sorrow hath filled your hearts” is proof to 
us that His own was free from depression. As 
He would approach the garden He indicated 
the inauguration of the suffering experience in 
the words, “This that is written must be accom- 
plished in Me, ‘And He was reckoned with the 
>” (Luke xxii. 37). Here is only 
the anticipation of the betrayal, which He had 
already foretold to them. But evidently the 
agony which came over Him as He entered the 
garden was an unexpected visitation. The cup 
against which He here protests cannot be the 
cup He has already gladly contemplated. “The 
cup that I shall drink of” (Matt. xx. 22). We 
may reverently assume that this unwelcome in- 
trusion into His peace and confidence was the 


transgressors 
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untime), effort of Satan, now that He was 
about to be delivered up, to kill Him that He 
should not become the fulfilment of prophecy as 
the Redeemer. This sorrow of soul, even unto 
death; this sweating as it were great drops of 
blood; this awful distress that made needful 
the visitation of an angel to strengthen Him 
(Luke xxii. 43), proved both that He had 
passed from the tender care of God, of which 
He could previously boast, and that He was in 
the grasp of the Devil; who, Satan-like, was 
impatient to execute his deadly work. That 
this cup, this dying thus in defeat of the Divine 
plan, was not pressed upon Him, is clearly set 
forth in Hebrews v. 7-9, for “He was heard in 
that He feared.”” We may believe that this ex- 
perience was His tasting death for every man 
as is recorded in Hebrews ii. 9. For many of 
God’s dear children are learning the lessons of 
Gethsemane, which transcend all others in the 
loneliness of suffering and the realization of 
Satan’s death power. 

Following this phase of the ordeal through 
which He passed, which we have treated, of 
necessity too briefly, we trace His trial and the 
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cross agonies. How like an unprotected lamb 
He stands in the presence of Satan’s emis- 
saries, the religion-hardened Sanhedrin, the 
world-besotted Romans, the mad, ungovern- 
able crowd! Yet in this dire extremity, had He 
chosen, He could have ended His awful soli- 
tariness by calling upon His Father for the aid 
which more than twelve legions of angels 
would only too readily have rendered Him. 
But how, then, should the Scriptures be ful- 
filed? (Matt. xxvi. 53, 54). It was their hour 
and the authority of darkness (Luke xxi. 53). 
Behold in this the emphasis of the familiar 
text, “Delivered up for us” (Rom. iv. 25, viii. 
32). But more. In II. Corinthians v. 21, we 
read that God made Him to be sin; as also 
Isaiah lili, “He hath laid on Him the iniquity 
of us all.” Recall that we have unquestionably 
determined that the sense of the Word is re- 
pugnant to any imputation of sin to God. He 
cannot sin; He cannot have anything to do 
with sin; He cannot even look upon sin. In 
this we see God’s passive attitude, while the 
“Son of His love” was being dealt with by 
heartless men instigated by malignant spiritual 
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forces. One has well written, “God turned 
away from Him on the cross. Sin was laid on 
Christ, and God could not look upon sin, even 
on His Son.” And this terrible ordeal, in 
which by degrees He became increasingly con- 
scious of Satan’s presence and baneful touch, 
reached its climax in the memorable and agon- 
izing cry, “My God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken me?” 

All this is the Satan side of the work of re- 
demption. How needful that we appraise it at 
its proper estimate! In the literal transaction, 
the life or the blood of Jesus was valued. “And 
I said unto them, ‘If ye think good, give me 
My price; and if not, forbear!’ So they 
weighed for My price thirty pieces of silver” 
(Zech. xi. 12, 13). And the price was paid by 
the Jewish rulers to Judas, Satan’s representa- 
tive (Luke xxii. 3-6). In this link of the chain 
cf testimony resides an important interpreta- 
tion. The words of Jesus to Pilate, “Thou 
couldest have no authority against me except it 
were given thee from above; on this account, 
he who delivers me up to thee hath the greater 
sin” (John xix. 11) have proven a taxing 
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problem in any effort to make God, His loving 
Father, the person charged with this burden of 
sin. Indeed, this statement would stand on 
record as contradicting the entire history of 
God’s dealings with Him, and of His portrayal 
of God. It was the Devil, who through Judas 
and the Jewish rulers, delivered Him to Pon- 
tius Pilate, who was to be the official executor 
in this Satanic contract. There must be some 
material process (in which man should be in- 
volved) by which the tremendous and spiritual 
fact of Jesus’ being sold as a ransom for man 
into Satan’s hands should be tangibly ex- 
pressed. The betrayal and its accompanying 
and resultant incidents afford this union of the 
unseen with the material. In this union it was 
necessary that Satan should put the betrayal 
into Judas’ heart; and then when the hour for 
action had arrived, enter into him for the con- 
summation of the transaction which had been 
the wonderment of prophets and angels (I. Pet. 
i. 10-12) all through the ages (John xiii. 2, 
27). 

Now, for a brief moment let us clear our 
minds of any doubt as to Jesus’ use of the 
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phrase “except it were given thee from above.”’ 
In our study of Daniel x. we saw that the hos- 
tile force who detained the heavenly messen- 
ger sent to God’s servant, was also a heavenly, 
though unfriendly, being. Jesus, by anticipa- 
tion, very probably, saw Satan fall from heay- 
en (Luke x. 18). This fall, in its final accom- 
plishment, is vividly detailed in Revelation 
xil, 7-12, “And there was war in heaven; 
Michael and his angels fought against the 
dragon; and the dragon fought, and his angels, 
and prevailed not; neither was their place 
found any more in heaven; and the great dra- 
gon was cast out, that old serpent, called the 
Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole 
world; he was cast out into the earth, and his 
angels were cast out with him. . . . Therefore 
rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them.” 
While St. Paul teaches us that the organized 
forces of evil arrayed against the Church in 
the present dispensation are spiritual and heav- 
enly, as we have seen in our former notice of 
Conybeare and Howson’s translation of Ephe- 
sians vi. 12. These passages all illumine the 
words of Jesus to Pila*> with the light of a 


50 Redemption 


reverent and impressive revelation of this 
phase of the redemption of man by the Son of 
God. 

And what we have said is further confirmed 
by the striking statement of Colossians il. 14, 
15, “Blotting out the handwriting of ordi- 
nances that was against us, which was con- 
trary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing 
it to His cross; and having spoiled principali- 
ties and powers, He made a show of them 
openly, triumphing over them in it’ (Col. ii. 
14,15). ‘‘Forasmuch then as the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself 
likewise took part of the same; that tn:ough 
death He might destroy him that had the power 
of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them 
who through fear of death were all their life- 
time subject to bondage” (Heb. ii. 14, 15). 
The possession of Jesus as the price of man’s 
redemption was a rich consolation to Satan, for 
it embraced His death. The mockery of the 
passers-by at the cross, is the echo of Satanic 
satisfaction. In the death of Jesus, hostile and 
hateful men counted their gain. But God—ah, 
but God had another plan which doubtless the 
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malignity of Satan could not entertain. He 
was to rise from the dead. 

Yet even before that glorious outburst of 
conquest, He wrought a mighty triumph. Hav- 
ing nailed our condemnation to the cross, St. 
Paul tells us in Colossians that as He was 
liberated from the flesh, ‘““He disarmed the 
Principalities and the Powers which fought 
against Him, and put them to open shame, 
leading them captive in His triumph” (Cony- 
beare and Howson). And in Hebrews it was 
through His death that He overcame him that 
had the power of death—that is, the Devil. In 
Hebrews x. 19, 20, we read, “Having therefore, 
brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by 
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, 
which He had consecrated for us, through the 
veil, that is to say, His flesh.” This also un- 
folds to us the heavenward side of Calvary’s 
momentous transaction. Just as the veil in the 
Temple was rent from the top to the bottom, 
so His flesh (the veil) which had obscured His 
Deity those three and thirty years, in its break- 
ing as a tenement of clay, set free that won- 
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all time a new and living way of access to God, 
which should be the sole right of the redeemed 
ones (Heb. iv. 14-16). That this way had been 
hitherto closed is evident from Heb. ix. 8, “The 
way into the holiest of all was not yet made 
manifest, while the first tabernacle was yet 
standing.” 

How wondrously does this truth emphasize 
and magnify His oft repeated protest, “The 
Son of Man must be crucified’! Great is this 
mystery. O, the depths of God’s wisdom and 
love! Man bound and fettered in Satan’s realm 
is brought back to freedom by the voluntary 
offering of the spotless Son of God. Satan is 
compelled to honor the purchase. The pleasure 
of the Lord has prospered in Jesus’ blood. And 
all that remains is that man everywhere shall 
be told of his emancipation, and seize it by 
faith in the Redeemer. 


CHAPTER V. 
THE FRUITS OF REDEMPTION 


AN, having been God’s property in 
the beginning, and fre@ from the 
dread of God, and in perfect har- 
mony with God; and having been 
in the possession of Satan since 
the fall, now by redemption 
through divine grace, returns to 

God as His restored own. “Of his ful- 

ness have we ali received; and _ grace 

upon grace” (John i. 16). “Justified freely 
by His grace through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus” (Rom. iii. 24). “By grace are 

ye saved through faith” (Eph. ii. 8). And 

God loves to call us His very own. “I have 

called thee by thy name; thou art mine” (Isa. 

xliii. 1). We are to Him a purchased posses- 

sion (Titus ii. 14, lit- trans.). Also in I. Pet. 

ii. g, “Ye are a chosen generation, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a purchased posses- 

sion.” “Ye are not your own; for ye are 
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bought with a price” (I. Cor. vi..19, 20). 
“These were redeemed from among men, being 
the first fruits unto God” (Rev. xiv. 4). Bound 
in the bundle of divine love, we are in Christ, 
who is in God (I. Cor. iit. 23; Col. iii. 3). Aye, 
more, we are very jewels for His admiration; 
the glory of His inheritance (Mal. ili. 17; Eph. 
i; TS). 

A wonderful feature of this redemption is 
that we being in Christ, God never sees our 
sins, our faults, our imperfections. It may 
seem too much to believe; too good to be true. 
Yet we may not limit Him by accepting less 
than He provides. ‘In Christ Jesus there is no 
condemnation” (Rom. vii. 1). This is not 
alone because a certain work on our behalf has 
been accomplished and the act recorded. But 
we are hidden in Him. In our normal spiritual 
attitude, we abide in Him (John xv. 7). God 
has made us accepted in the Beloved, in whom 
we have redemption (Eph. i. 6, 7). We are 
in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
wisdom and righteousness and _ sanctification 
and redemption (I. Cor. i. 30). St. Paul’s 
heartfelt longing was to be found in Him, not 
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having his own righteousness, but that which 
was of the faith of Christ (Phil. iii.g). These, 
and many other passages like them, assure us 
that being in Christ is not only an official fact, 
which God honors, but an actual standing. 
When, therefore, God, who has called us His 
dear children (Eph. v. 1), looks upon us He 
sees us through Christ. All the love He has 
for Him falls upon us. All the beauty which 
Jesus possesses is found to be ours. While 
Satan accuses us day and night because we are 
in Christ, and since he cannot malign the Re- 
deemer he assaults the redeemed (Rev. xii. 
10) ; while our critics in the flesh, instigated by 
our Enemy, lay great stress upon our failings ; 
yes, while we ourselves blame ourselves for our 
shortcomings, our dear Father looks down, and 
seeing us only in the Son of His love, answers 
this three-fold charge by the tender assurance 
that in Christ we are all fair, and that He finds 
no fault in us. “Behold, thou art fair” (Song 
of Soleiv. 1). ~Thouvart beattiiul, O my 
love” (ch. vi. 4). These are the protests of our 
Lord to us. And all because of His own come- 
liness. Can we not see in this portraiture of 
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the divine intent and affection that being in 
Christ by faith is the entire ground of accept- 
ance? Our merits as well as our sins are under 
the blood, out of sight. Our all is lost in Him 
that He may be all in all. Here is the solution 
of the mysterious and constant use of the terms, 
“dead to sin,” “ye are dead,” “I have been 
crucified with Christ,” “dead with Christ” (1. 
Pet. no 24; Colo tia; Gal. no 203 Dh Pima 
11). And conversely, our being dead to all 
that is of the world, the flesh and the Devil, 
through our faith in Him our Redeemer opens 
the gate of the new life which we are to live, 
in which as we have seen, God views us only in 
the completeness of Jesus (II. Cor. v. 17; Col. 
il. 10). If these brief suggestions of our 
liberty and our Father’s vision of us in Christ 
seem to contradict our past experience or of- 
fend our sense of a proper estimate of our un- 
worthiness, let this be said in reply: So long 
as we maintain, or attempt to maintain any 
attitude out of Christ, in the indulgence of self 
will, we stand before God in our miserable 
nakedness. We cannot too earnestly deplore 
our unworthiness. But if we hide under Christ 
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for forgiveness and acceptance, God must prove 
His Word. We are seen and valued in the 
light and appraising of His Son. 

As we have suggested, in the redemption 
through Christ Jesus, those who were the ser- 
vants of sin become the children of the heav- 
enly household. We call Him Father with a 
blessed sense of the possibilities of sonship. 
“As many as received Him, to them gave He 
authority to become the sons of God” (John i. 
12). “We see Jesus . . . crowned with 
glory and honor; that He by the grace of God 
should taste death for every man. For it be- 
came Him, for Whom are all things, and by 
Whom are all things, in bringing many sons 
unto glory, to make the author of their salva- 
tion perfect through sufferings. For both He 
that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified 
are all of one; for which cause He is not 
ashamed to call them brethren” (Heb. ii. 9-11). 
We in Him are not only God’s dear children, 
but we are seated familiarly with our Redeemer 
in the heavenlies (Eph. ii. 4-10). Even the 
angels may but look into this mystery with 
wondering pleasure, and stand before God to 
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minister to our needs. ‘‘Which things the 
angels desire to look into” (I. Peter i. 12). 
“Sent forth to minister for them who shall be 
heirs of salvation” (Heb. i. 14). Indeed so 
precious does this contemplation of our priv- 
ilege come to be, that we are constrained to 
give to our redemption a new name ““At-home- 
ment.” And this engaging portraiture of our 
destiny in God richly enhances the familiar 
Zeph. iii. 17. “The Lord thy God in the midst 
of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice 
over thee with joy; he will rest (be silent) in 
His love, He will joy over thee with singing.” 
Here the mighty God becomes as a fond moth- 
er, rejoicing over us, not only with joy, but so 
great is His pleasure in the thought of us as 
His very own, that at times His sense of His 
possession of us causes Him to be silent in His 
love. We are so united to Him in His very 
life, that we are as dear to Him as the apple of 
His eye (John xvii. 21; Zech. ii. 8). 

And He further accentuates this provision 
for the ransomed ones, by assuring them of 
His readiness to dwell in them. How tenderly 
does the Lord Jesus invite us to receive Him 
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into our hearts and lives! He would live in 
us and manifest Himself to us (John xiv. 21, 
23; Rev. iii. 20). The Holy Spirit also waits to 
abide in us and fill us with all the fulness of 
God. “He dwelleth with you, and shall be in 
you” (John xiv. 17). “That He would grant 
you according to the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened with might by His Spirit in the 
inner man; that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend 
. . the love of Christ, which passeth knowl- 
edge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness 
of God” (Eph. iii. 16-19). “Be filled with the 
Spirit” (Eph. v. 18). And this infilling now is 
the pledge of future glory. “Sealed with the 
Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of 
our inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession, unto the praise of His 
glory” (Eph. i. 13, 14). “He that hath wrought 
us for the self-same thing is God, who also hath 
given unto us the earnest of the Spirit” (II. 
Cor. iv. 17, v. 5). “Christ in you the hope of 
glory (Col. .27); 
In place of the dread injected by Satan, re- 
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demption provides the very peace of God 
which abides in our hearts. It is beautifully 
classified as a great peace for those who love 
the Word of God. “Great peace have they 
which love Thy law; and they shall have no 
stumbling block” (Ps. cxix. 165). It is a per- 
fect peace for those whose minds are stayed 
upon Him (Isa. xxvi. 3). It is a peace that 
passes human understanding for those who are 
anxious for nothing, but prayerful and thank- 
ful in all things (Phil. iv. 6, 7). And thus be- 
cause it is the peace which dwelt in Jesus’ life. 
“My peace I give unto you” (John xiv. 27). 
It is a peace of which God is Himself the 
source. “The God of’ peace” (Heb. xiii. 20). 

Likewise, supplanting the fearfulness of 
God which was our bondage in the past, there 
now sweeps over our souls the hope of which 
He is the author. “The God of hope” (Rom. 
xv. 13). This hope is an anchor, sure and 
steadfast (Heb. vi. 19). And it is the basis of 
our confession. “God... hath begotten us 
unto a living hope.” “Give .... a reason of 
the hope that is in you, with meekness and rev- 
erence’ (1. Peter a 3,4 ie Tey, 
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And this hope is closely linked to the joy- 
life of the believer. For as God is the author 
of peace and hope, He too is the spring of joy 
(Matt. xxv. 21, 23; John xv. 11). How closely 
does the apostle Paul relate these three quali- 
ties, peace, hope and joy, binding them together 
with the firm embrace of faith, quickened by 
the Holy Spirit! “Now the hope of God fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye 
may abound in hope, through the power of the 
Holy Ghost” (Rom. xv. 13). Joy is the fruit 
of the indwelling of the Spirit (Gal. v. 22). 
And not only do we joy in all the goodness 
which crowns us, but we translate sorrow into 
praise. “As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing” 
(II. Cor. vi. 10). “Rejoice in the Lord alway” 
(Phil. iv. 4). “Count it all joy when ye fall into 
manifold trials’ (Jas. i. 2). “That the trial 
of your faith, being much more precious than 
of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with 
fire, might be found unto praise and honor and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ” (I. 
Peter 7). We are not to think it strange con- 
cerning our fiery trials, but rejoice because of 


them (I. Peter iv. 12, 13). 
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In this connection we may do well to dwell 
for a moment upon the praise element of the 
spiritual life as set forth in the Scriptures. 
Have we ever wondered why God should so 
often call us to praise Him? Is it because He 
would exact from us a sacrifice, which He 
would receive, as a monarch the tribute paid 
him by loyal subjects? No. While there is an ~ 
element of sacrifice in praise (Heb. xiii. 15), it 
is only because praise is not normal to the car- 
nal mind, The higher truth is that in praise 
alone can we be linked with God. He is the 
most joyous being in the universe. The joy 
of the Lord, like His peace and hope and faith, 
is a part of His own nature. We approach 
Him, therefore, with full fellowship and eff- 
ciency of touch, when, responding to God's 
praise-character we are united to Him in this 
bond of joy. Here is the secret of Old Testa- 
ment conquest. The taking of Jericho and the 
triumph of Judah in the valley of Berachah are 
conspicuous illustrations of what joy can do 
Ghoshe-wit. “Ll Chron. xx,)s 

As fear is an ever-present and threatening 
element in demoniacal beings, which separates 
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them from God, so Satan cannot tolerate the 
cultivated praise-life of the believer. And our 
triumphant Jehovah has said, ‘“‘Whoso offereth 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving glorifieth me; 
and prepareth a way that I may show him the 
salvation of God.” Literal translation of Ps. 
Ty 23:5 

As we have intimated, faith, too, occupies 
the soul that was once in bondage to fear. We 
mention it, in this relation, because as the 
qualities we have contemplated are said to be 
His very nature, so we may test the power of 
redemption by attributing faith to God. It 
may seem incongruous that God should possess 
faith as an element of the Deity. And yet, is 
it not told us in association with the great faith 
chapter of Romans, the fourth, that “God call- 
eth those things which be not, as though they 
were’? And some of us have been led to thus 
interpret Heb. xi. 3. “Through faith we un- 
derstand that the worlds were framed by the 
Word of God, so that things which are seen 
were not made of things which do appear.” The 
faith has not reference to our understanding 
of creation, but creation itself. That is, when 
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God made the worlds, it was by an act of faith. 
All His mighty power was subservient to this 
capacity of the Deity to believe all things. 
There is a wonderful unfolding of His charac- 
ter in this. It is seen in the earthly life of our 
Lord, when He so frequently rebuked His dis- 
ciples for their unbelief. Faith to Him was a 
divine property. It was a part of God’s own be- 
ing. To fall short of it was to be out of touch 
with God. He always believed. To find oth- 
ers in doubt grieved Him. So the efficiency of 
His life in the flesh for us is demonstrated by 
our becoming heirs of the same faith that made 
His life so free from solicitude. And as Jesus 
received His faith from the Father, that He 
might thereby stand as our exemplar, so now 
He enjoins upon us to “have the faith of God” 
(Mark xi. 22); and He also conveys to us the 
faith that is in Himself. For He is the author 
(originator) of our faith (Heb. xii. 2). St. 
Paul describes the faith by which he lives the 
life in the flesh, as “the faith of Christ (Gal. ii. 
20). In Phil. ili. g he uses the same phrase, 
“the faith of Christ,” as though this faith were 
something especially imparted. He defines one 
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aspect of the fruit of the Spirit as “faith” (Gal. 
v. 22, 23). While among the gifts of the Spirit, 
faith is mentioned in I. Cor. xii. 9. Can we not 
see that triumphant faith, therefore, is not a 
purely human factor; that it cannot meet God 
if it spring from the heart of man? So to speak, 
we believe only as we put ourselves into com- 
munication with Him for the infilling of faith 
which is His province to bestow. We cease 
our vain struggling to attain unto faith’s glo- 
rious achievements, and simply take the atti- 
tude of receptivity. Keep the pipes open that 
the flow of the Spirit’s power in us may not be 
obstructed. Abandon the old method of fric- 
tion for results, and be still, expectant for the 
infilling of the faith that “ is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.” We must perceive that the victorious, 
bracing presence of faith which is to expel the 
virus of fear constantly injected by Satan into 
the lives of the redeemed, can have its source 
only in the Redeemer Himself (Prov. i. 33, 
isa xis 2) Mark ixs22" xi 24, Rom, 4v.. 17-21, 
f Cor.xil, 7, 11.'Corst: 20). Since Fleas the 
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author, He is also the finisher of our faith 
(Hebe xi 2). 

In the life thus dominated, the saint grows to 
see that the afflictions of life are not God’s ar- 
bitrary strokes; but come of some failure on 
our part to maintain a connection with God for 
freedom and power; or because the Adversary 
catches us leaning to our own understanding 
or upon our own strength; or because our lov- 
ing Father would teach us some new and deep- 
er lesson of faith, achieve for us some new con- 
quest, whereby we are to be refined and 
through us others are to be blessed. This occa- 
sions that trial of our faith which is more prec- 
ious than of gold that perishes. 

Moreover, redemption provides not only es- 
cape from the enemy, but conquest over him. 
The Son has made us free indeed (John viii. 
36). We are no longer under the law of sin and 
death (Rom. viii. 2). Our Jesus has overcome 
the Devil and destroyed his works (Heb. ii. 
14, 15, I. John iii. 8). He has conferred upon 
us “power over all the power of the enemy” 
(Luke) 19), 

And the ground lost in bondage to Satan is 
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given back. Thank God for restored opportu- 
nities. He bestows upon us double for all our 
sins—not double punishment, as some think, 
but double grace (Isa. xl. 2; Ixi. 7). The lit- 
eral reading of John i. 16, is, “Out of His ful- 
ness did we all receive, and grace over against 
grace.” Praise His name! As if to say double 
grace for every sin that calls for grace. We 
have also “beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for 
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness” (Isa. Ixi. 3). He restores to us 
“the years which the locusts have eaten” (Joel 
11.25). He makes us glad according to the days 
of our affliction and the years wherein we have 
seen evil (Ps. xc. 15). He will give us “praise 
and fame in every land where we have been 
put to shame” (Zeph. iti. 19). That was a jub- 
ilant stroke of triumph which impelled Joseph 
to name his son Ephriam, saying “God hath 
caused me to be fruitful in the land of my afflic- 
tion” (Gen. xli. 52). Do you see, beloved, our 
inheritance? Right here in this sin-cursed 
earth, yet in the flesh, we take back the wasted 
years and by the power of divine grace trans- 
form them into gardens of beauty, into fields 
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of plenty for our God (Eph. v. 16; Job xl. 
10,12), 

We saw in our study of sin how the sense of 
a natural alienation from God, so swept over 
the sanctified and beloved disciple John, that the 
sight of his exalted Lord oppressed his flesh 
with the very terror of death. Behold how re- 
demption anticipates this great need in the 
preparation which is made for the bodies of 
the redeemped ones who are to behold the 
King in His beauty. Not only are they to be 
fitted to stand the vision of glory, but they are 
to be made like unto Him. We are now par- 
takers of the divine nature (II. Peter i. 4). In 
the resurrection, as He is the first-born, so we 
shall follow in His likeness (Rom. viii. 29; I. 
Cor. xv. 49). The body of our humiliation, not 
some other body, shall be transfigured like unto 
His glorious body when he comes (Phil. iii. 
21). Our very present afflictions are made the 
measure of our exaltation with Him (Rom. 
Vili. 07,1, 1. Cor ive 17-1301) Lime ai 1 
I. Peter i. 7). Those who had been under the 
power of darkness are translated into the king- 
dom of God’s dear Son, to reign in righteous- 
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ness with Him (Matt. xix. 28, Luke xxii. 28- 
Boy John xh. 26, 1..Cor. vi. 2, Eph. i. 12-147 it. 
Atv. 30, Coll, 13, Rev, Til, 21s Vy, 0, 10); 
And as if not enough that the saints of God 
should entertain for themselves this blessed 
prospect in the age that is to come, our hope is 
fired and our faith deepened by the appeal of 
the apostle, who pleads that all Nature, which 
fell with man in the sin of Adam, is groaning 
for the liberation which it is to experience when 
the fulness of redemption is attained in the 
manifestation of the sons of God (Rom. viii. 
19-23). 


CuHApter VI. 


THE CONDITIONS OF THE MAIN- 
TENANCE OF THE LIFE OF 
REDEMPTION 


F there be any truth in the solemn 
and momentous facts of redemp- 
tion and its resultant effects upon 
the destiny of mankind, there re- 
mains yet a word to be said. 
Every aspect of freedom lays 
upon the redeemed ones the re- 
sponsibility of declaring emancipation to 


others. Hence the company of the pur- 
chased ones is called a Body (Rom. 
Sil. 4.55 1 Core oi, 27 i tr etaeo ee 
Col. i1. 9, 10). This Body not only receives 
life from its Head, but communicates life by 
a ministry of reconciliation (Matt. xxviii. 
18, 193 Acts i. 83 Il. Cor. vo 17-20)e=Tais 
ministry is efficacious when the Word of God 
is made the charter of freedom (John vi. 63; 
Acts=xx, 32: [. Petes 19° 23-20), ne Holy 
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Spirit, the conveyer of the assurances of liber- 
ty, is pledged to work in concert with it. For 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is lib- 
erty, and the transfiguration of the individual 
by the Word, into the restored image of God. 
A free translation of II. Cor. iii. 18 reads, 
“We all with unveiled face, beholding as in 
a mirror (the Word) the character of God, 
are ourselves transfigured continually, or from 
character to character, into the same likeness, 
and the glory which shines upon us is reflected 
by us, even as it proceeds from the Lord, the 
Spirit.” Consequently, the need of preaching 
the gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, is met by the qualification for such a 
ministry which this and other like texts reveal. 

But more. The living of the life of freedom 
by the ransomed ones is equally incumbent 
upon them, for their own sake. This life of 
freedom is not a pleasurable and dreamy wait- 
ing for the glory that is to come. Few in- 
deed are they who soulfully realize that the 
whole trend of Satan’s purpose and operation 
towards the redeemed ones is to reclaim them 
for his own. The most of Christians not only 
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fail to estimate how precious they are to God, 
but they are equally ignorant of the value 
Satan places upon them, because they belong 
to God. Hence the lack, both of joyous as- 
surance and that watchfulness against the 
wiles of the Adversary which normally bal- 
ance the true Christian experience. The 
Word of God defines the life of freedom as 
a cwatiare, a fight of faith Gl. Vim. vies 
Fophs wi. 10-1075 11. Cor. vin. 7x0 375 slo A hess; 
v. 8,9; II. Tim. iv. 7). It is evident, therefore, 
that freedom is maintained only by resistance 
of the Satanic imputation that redemption is 
not real. For the more real it becomes to the 
believer, the more does the necessity of equip- 
ment for warfare become a fact. 

Again, the personal life of the believer is 
assailed by the same suggestions of fear and 
sin which marked the old bondage. It must 
be apparent to us all that a redemption. .so 
potent must reach into present-day exigencies 
and give us conquest. How greatly do- we 
libel the might of our Christ in our lax views 
of sin and in our weak surrender to every ap- 
prehension that may overtake us! 
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And in any service we may render in the 
Christian life we are prone to regard self 
effort prompted by self purpose, the best ex- 
pression of consecration. Thus is the very 
desire to honor God heated to friction through 
the energy of the flesh. And the Adversary 
scores a valuable count on his own side when 
he can get a servant of God to drop in the 
tracks with nervous prostration, through the 
grind of self-generated labor for the Lord. 

All this proves the need of the sanctifica- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. We cannot too vi- 
gorously protest that sanctification is not a 
matter of personal choice. The very nature 
of redemption compels that, if freedom is to 
be experienced, we must be separated, abso- 
lutely separated from our old bond-master and 
unto God, our present, loving Possessor. Too 
much, alas, has the theme been dwelt upon 
as an advance in culture which a few emo- 
tional or highly pious people might, take, but 
not incumbent upon all believers. We owe 
to our blessed Lord, not only to preach the 
gospel to the enslaved, but the truth of sanc- 
tification, which is liberty experienced here 
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and now, by the acknowledged sovereignty of 
the Holy Spirit in the details of the daily 
life. And for these reasons: 

First, sanctification—separation unto God— 
the Lordship of the Spirit in us, is the will of 
God (I. Thess. iv. 3). We must resist that 
will, causing pain to His heart, if we live in- 
different to its claims. And forget not, that 
it is His will because He sees in it the only 
possibility of effecting our highest good and 
fullest emancipation. 

Second, sanctification exalts the motive and 
method of service. It is no longer we strug- 
gling to please God, but God working in us 
His good pleasure (Phil. ii. 13; Heb. xiii. 20, 
20). 

Third, in a sanctified life alone can we ob- 
tain God’s estimate of iniquity and Satanic 
power. We shall not play with sin, palliate 
its presence, or call it by compromising terms. 
We shall not speak facetiously of Satan or in- 
differently regard his personality and malig- 
nity. We shall have Jesus’ vision of these 
terrible facts. As His life was marked by a 
solemn recognition of them, so shall ours be. 
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Fourth, in the sanctification of the Holy 
Spirit alone is there protection from the Ene- 
my (Isa. lix. 19). ‘When the enemy shall 
come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
shall put him to flight.” And the Word of 
God used by the sanctified is the sword of the 
Spirit (Eph. vi. 17). Jesus did not once de- 
scend to parleying with Satan or lightly es- 
teeming his devices. He relied upon the 
Word alone. And His power to do this was 
through the anointing of the Holy Spirit 
(Acts x. 38). Let us never lose sight of the 
fact that the life of the redeemed ones is to 
be the life of the Redeemer lived over again 
in them. As He professed that He could do 
nothing independent of God, His Father, so 
are we utterly subject to the same Holy Spirit 
(John v. 19). This characteristic of our 
service is further set forth by St. Paul in the 
words ‘of II. Cor. iv. 7, “We have this treasure 
in earthern vessels that the excelieney of the 
power may be of God, not of us.” So inti- 
mately is His life united to ours that our very 
prayers are suggested and energized by the 
Spirit. “The Spirit layeth hold with recipro- 
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cation of our infirmities, for we know not 
what we should pray for as we ought; but the 
Spirit himself maketh intercession for us, with 
groans (for deliverance) which words cannot 
utter.” (Free translation of Rom, viii. 26.) 
This qualifying of the saint to pray by the in- 
dwelling power of the Holy Spirit is also indi- 
cated by our Lord Jesus in John xv. 7, “If 
ye abide in me and my words abide in you, ye 
shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto 
you.” Wonderful blending of this confessed 
dependence upon God, and the very heart 
prompting of the saint who is thus dependent! 

Fifth, the secret of redemption must for 
every-day conquest lie in that submission to 
the Spirit which gladly surrenders all care to 
Him. Quaintly indeed does St. James state 
this: “Submit to God—resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you,” as though, and rightly, 
too, yieldedness to God is the measure of vic- 
tory (James iv. 7). Well has Isaiah defined 
the truth in the words, “The yoke shall be 
destroyed because of the anointing” (Isa. x. 
27). .And this is to say that the deeper we 
get into God’s will and way, the more com- 
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pletely shall we experience our dearly pur- 
chased freedom (Ps. xci. I-7, 9-16). 

There is a glorious picture of triumph in 
Rev. xii. 11, where the saints maintain their 
redemption by overcoming the Enemy through 
the blood of the Lamb, through the word of 
their testimony, not loving their life unto the 
death. This three-fold expression of con- 
quering force emphasizes and completes the 
truth we have been stating. 

The blood of the Lamb is not only the 
refuge under which they hide from the accusa- 
tions of Satan; nor yet the life by which they 
prolong their days; it is the signal that the 
battle has already been fought, and is forever 
tuemizord s(L, John i797 sat Chron: xx. 15% 
Heb. ii. 14, 15). Victory now for the re- 
deemed ones is by faith in the accomplished 
fact()..Jonn v-4+ 1) eter v. 8, 9). 

The word of their testimony is not theirs, 
but His, for they are not ignorant of the de- 
vices of the Adversary (II. Cor. ii. 11). 
Their own reasonings, their weak defences or 
mere flesh workings were but a bit of play for 
him to demolish. Like their Lord, their tes- 
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timony is the Word of God (Ps. xvii. 4; Matt. 
iv. 4, 7, 10). As He had said in response to 
every assault of the Devil, “it is written” so 
they overcome by the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word of God (Eph. vi. 17). 

Their loving not their lives unto the death 
is but the confirmation of this great principle 
of surrender to God—so complete and unre- 
served that even death is not feared. The Re- 
deemer became obedient unto death (Phil. i1. 
8). And He has admonished His own that 
they are not to count their life dear to them- 
selves Cluke ix. 24, xiv. 26; Acts xx. 24). 
In this blessed “sinking out of self and into 
Christ” lies the secret of their conquest. Be- 
hold then the divine mystery! Upon con- 
fessed weakness rests God’s strength (II. Cor. 
xii. 9, 10). In the sense of utter insufficiency 
resides the potentiality which is to overmaster 
thesforces of ‘evil “(1T; Chron: xx. 12** Kom: 
viii. 36, 37). 

Let us not suppose that these conditions are 
especially designed for martyrs or conspicu- 
ous sufferers, We may all in some degree en- 
ter into this experience. If it were but for 
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our personal glorying, the incentive were too- 
puerile and selfish to claim our notice. But 
our King is magnified when we resolutely set 
our faces God-ward and against every Satanic 
suggestion. Each heart will find this truth 
for itself. 

In conclusion we may return to the central 
proposition in our contemplation of sin. We 
there saw that a terror of God through the 
injection of fear is the foundation of man’s 
alienation from his best Friend. Just for a 
moment let us now consider that the pivotal 
incentive to idolatrous worship is the dread 
of the monstrous beings whom the heathen 
locate under forms of stone, wood, metal or 
clay. All propitiatory acts of the devotees are 
directed with a view to appeasing the sup- 


posed wrath of these gods under whose tyr- 
rany they are hopelessly bound. And then let 


us turn to God’s persuasive exhortations to 
fear Him, and we shall be prepared to compre- 
hend the strength of this phase of Old Testa- 
ment teaching. Surely we see by contrast 
that there must be something in the Scriptural 
fear of God which insures immunity from the 


80 Redemption 


dread inbreathed by Satan and demoniacal 
forces. ‘The fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ning of wisdom.” “There is no lack to them 
that fear Him.” “He will fulfil the desire of 
them that fear Him’ (Ps. cx 10, xxxtv. 0, 
cxlv, 19). We may select one such passage 
for analysis. “The secret of the Lord is with 
them that fear Him; and He will show them 
His covenant” (Ps, xxv. 14). Fear here, and 
in all similar texts, means reverence. Rever- 
ence implies worship. Worship, real worship, 
is soulful surrender to the One who is wor- 
shipped. Our text now reads, “The secret of 
the Lord is with yielded ones.” By very logi- 
cal sequence they are thus fitted to receive the 
knowledge of His covenant. Significantly il- 
lustrative of this beautiful conformity to God 
and its fruitful consequence was the ordeal 
through which our Lord Jesus passed in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. The writer of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews declares that offering 
up prayers and supplications with strong cry- 
ing and tears, unto Him that was able to save 
Him from death, His petition was granted, for 
His godly fear. That is to say, His yielded- 
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ness to God in the words, “Not my will but 
thine be done” in the face of the possible re- 
versal of His redemption hopes, as we have al- 
ready seen, made a way for His Father to de- 
liver Him; and so though already a Son, He 
learned obedience and became perfect (Heb. 
Ve 7,8). 

Likewise, also, does the experience of the 
tried sons and daughters of God reach unto 
this end, through this process of surrender to 
God. Even as with Him the Gethsemane 
heart-sorrow completed the rounded whole of 
His lovely Sonship, so do we enter into fullest 
obedience and the revelation of God’s own self 
and plan for us. And with many of us, if not 
all, the development which advances to this 
end is akin to that which characterizes our 
natural life. The child in its primary sense of 
parental authority, mingles its love with a fear 
which is virtually dread. We have all, at 
some time, regarded God in this light. But 
eventually, there breaks upon the heart which 
is learning the secret of the Lord, the fuller 
vision of enlarged love, the consciousness that 
fear has vacated. The trustful daughter, now 
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grown to approaching maturity, no longer 
views her mother with childish suspicion. 
Her mother may now reveal to her the mys- 
teries of life and love which were not permis- 
sible in the earlier days. Thus do we enter 
into God’s confidence and fellowship. We are 
not now afraid of Him; for surrender to Him 
through sanctification of the Holy Spirit has 
opened to us the inner chambers of His being. 
It is not too much to say that we know Him. 
For this is indeed eternal life begun here on 
earth” (John xvii. 3). And charmed by this 
increasingly alluring revelation of Himself, we 
follow on to know Him more and more in the 
simplicity and sincerity of unbroken confi- 
dence (Hosea vi. 3; Phil: in; 10; IL Tim. 
102°), John vy. 19): 

Beloved, to some, this study of redemption 
may be hard to be understood. Will not such 
take of it what they can and wait upon Him 
for fuller leading? Others may see with 
clear eye, the intellectual side, and readily as- 
sent to this presentation of truth. Let us pro- 
test to such, that to fail to enter into the gra- 
cious experiences of the liberty wherewith 
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Christ has made us free, is to make knowledge 
but the weapon of the old task-master to lash 
us into submission to himself. “Nothing con- 
demns us as does light that is not heartily em- 
braced.” One prayer becomes us all: “Lord, 
tell me all I need to know. Live out in me 
Thy fullest purpose; yea, Thy very life. Let 
me be freedom personified; for the joy it will 
bring to Thee, for the help it will render 
others, for all that it will work in me for char- 
acter and eternal destiny.” 


THE END. 
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